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October 7, 2020  
 
Dear Parents and Community Members: 
 
The Board of Education met in a special meeting on 10/6/20 and has been carefully considering the health, safety 
and wishes of our students and staff with regards to opening our buildings to a Hybrid Schedule. The Board voted 
and has directed M-R schools to reopen beginning October 26, 2020.  
 
The first decision your family must make is whether or not you will send your student to school. The pandemic 
allows us to offer your family to choose IN PERSON or to remain REMOTE. If you choose REMOTE you will 
experience very little changes in your student’s education.  
 
Families choosing IN PERSON will be assigned an A schedule or a B schedule. Splitting the IN PERSON 
learning across 2 days allows the District to improve our capacity to implement social distancing guidelines. 
Details about your student’s schedule will be sent soon. Remember, students IN PERSON will still have 
REMOTE learning responsibilities on the days they are not scheduled to be in the building. 
 
In addition, all staff and students will be required to self-certify prior to entering our buildings. Parents and 
guardians will send in a daily certification form. This self-certification is mandatory prior to entering our schools 
or buses (whichever is first). Failure to comply could result in a student being sent home.  
 
Finally, as masks are required by the IDPH our students will be required to wear masks except by instances where 
a doctor’s note Is provided. The District is asking parents to provide a minimum of 2 clean masks per day for their 
student however, 5 clean masks are recommended. The District will have extra masks on hand for masks that 
break or get lost. 
 
Since viruses spread person to person, please keep your child home if they are sick. Sick day guidelines are 
listed on the following page and you are asked to follow them closely. 
 
Thank you for your patience during this strange time. Our main concern is keeping everyone as safe as possible. 
We look forward to seeing our students in the hallways again. 
 
Professionally, 

 
Edward D. Fletcher 
Superintendent 
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Sick day guidelines are as follows: 
 

• Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 
• COVID-19 symptoms: Fever, cough, shortness of breath, muscle aches, sore throat, headache, congestion, 

loss of taste and smell, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. 
 Medical evaluation and COVID-19 testing is strongly recommended for all students with 

COVID-like symptoms. 
 If COVID-19 symptoms, but NOT tested: Must remain home for 24 hours from date of resolution 

of fever without fever reducing medications and symptoms have improved AND 10 days must 
have passed since first symptoms appeared. 

 A doctor’s note documenting an alternative diagnosis REQUIRED and a negative COVID-19 test 
result recommended 

 If tested positive for COVID-19, above criteria for discontinuation of home isolation/returning to 
school applies. School personnel must be notified for contact tracing. 

 Doctor visit and medical clearance note to return to school RECOMMENDED after a positive 
test. 

 Exposure to a person who tested positive for COVID-19 (within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) 
requires a 14-day absence and monitoring at home for symptoms; and notification of school 
personnel for contact tracing 

 If one of the household members is being evaluated for COVID-19, the rest of the household 
must quarantine until test results received 

• Active vomiting and diarrhea 
• First 24 hours of various antibiotic treatment: strep throat, pink eye, etc. 
• Undiagnosed, new, untreated rash 
• Doctor’s note requiring an individualized plan of care or requirement to stay home. Medically fragile or 

immunocompromised students are encouraged to consult their medical provider for clearance to return to 
in person learning. 

 
Any student presenting to school with the above symptoms will be isolated in the health office and parents will be 
called to pick up the child. Please be contemplating a family plan for if your child becomes sick at school and 
cannot attend. Make sure your contact and emergency contact information is correct in TylerSIS 360. Students 
returning to school after an illness will be checked in by the school nurse to verify resolution of symptoms and 
criteria for discontinuation of quarantine have been met. 
 
If your child becomes ill, here are some tips: 

• Rest as much as possible 
• For fever, sore throat, muscle aches: use Ibuprofen (Motrin) or Acetaminophen (Tylenol) 
• Keep tissues and a trash can within reach of the sick person 
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze and discard tissue properly. If no 

tissue is available, cough or sneeze into your upper arm, not your hands. 
• Everyone in the household should wash their hands frequently using soap and water. If unable, use an 

alcohol based hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth 
• Keep the sick child away from healthy household 

 


